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wife (at the time) Barbara at
the house Erik had inherit-
ed from his mother Gypsy
Rose Lee. The entire experi-
ence had a beneficial effect
on my further professional
choices.

The dining room of the
presently redesigned pent-
house has a commanding
presence in the Core Club,
very inviting and comfort-
able, smart and chic, with
staff, great
food, and a view of a core
part of Manhattan just a
couple of blocks south of
Central Park, and right
across the street from the
elegant St. Regis — built in
1904 by John Jacob Astor
IV (who went down on the

an excellent
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Titanic, which 120 vyears
later remains one of the top
rated luxury hotels in New
York.

In closing about our in-

area.

Social life in mid-winter
Manhattan. One weekday I
went down to Doubles, the
private club in The Sher-

teresting and fascinating ry-Netherland, where Mela-
visit  to 4 nie Hol-
the Core land was
Club this hosting a
after- birthday
noon, we luncheon
left with for her
a  sense friend
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elegant and comforting in
the center of busy Man-
hattan on a weekday, and
enhancing this prominent
business and residential

excited by his new birthday
number. Having been there
myself, T advised him that it
was youth, compared to the
numbers 10 years out, and
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furthermore I've known him
for about 30 years and he
doesn't seem older. I remind-
ed him that he’s still a kid,
probably in his own mind - as
aren’t we all.

Mark has a unique role
in New York. His business
is public relations. He's the
guy NYSD-readers have
read about his annual cock-
tail party inviting several
hundred of his closest friends

sort of an exaggeration but
not really—every Spring at a
private club here in New York.

Several hundred
like a big number for a cock-
tail party but Mark being the
classic host knows so many
people and every one of his
guests knows a lot of people
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