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For Immediate Release 

 

NYC’s Animal Medical Center Celebrates Graduating Interns & Residents with Virtual 

Graduation Ceremony 

 

Marking the 56th Graduating Class at 110-Year Old NYC Institution 

 

(June 18, 2020 – New York, N.Y.) The Animal Medical Center (AMC), the largest non-profit animal 

hospital in the world, will present a virtual Graduation Ceremony this evening to celebrate its 56th Intern 

and Resident Class. AMC is the largest postgraduate veterinary teaching institution in the world with over 

2,500 residents and interns trained at AMC through the Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Institute for 

Postgraduate Education. 

 

AMC’s 56th Class of Interns 

The 56th Intern Class completed AMC’s prestigious one-year Internship Program designed to reinforce, 

extend, and refine clinical skills and enhance diagnostic and therapeutic capabilities. Interns rotate 

through many of the AMC’s over 20 specialties and services, working with a diverse and varied caseload 

and a high level of support from AMC’s board-certified veterinary specialists.  

 

AMC is proud to announce that 19 veterinarians from its 56th Class of Interns have accepted positions 

with programs that offer fellowship, specialty internship, and residency training, and four interns will 

enter private practice. The graduates of AMC’s 56th Class of Interns are: 

 

- Dr. Shanes Abeywardena  

- Dr. Erin Achilles  

- Dr. Charlotte Burns  

- Dr. Katie Carignan  

- Dr. Kelly Chappell  

- Dr. Gilad Fefer  

- Dr. Findlay Flasinski 

- Dr. Christina Fruehwald  

- Dr. Jennifer Goldreich  

- Dr. Elizabeth Gregory  

- Dr. Kerry Gunsalus  

- Dr. Melissa Hanson  

- Dr. Isabel Jimenez 

- Dr. Theresa Langlois  

- Dr. Alejandro Mendez  

- Dr. Brandon Poskevich  
- Dr. Nina Samuel 

- Dr. Amit Sidhu  

- Dr. Lydia Sixta  
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AMC’s 56th Class of Interns (continued)  

 

- Dr. Kacey Solotoff  

- Dr. Kelly Sullivan  

- Dr. Nicholas Walsh  

- Dr. Kailee Zornow 

 

The AMC Specialty Internship Program 

The AMC Specialty Internship program provides advanced training for veterinarians who, following a 

general internship year, elect to complete a one-year focused internship program under AMC board 

certified veterinarians in one veterinary specialty. The graduates of this year’s AMC Specialty Internship 

Program are: 

 

- Dr. Colleen Bourque – Interventional Radiology & Endoscopy 

- Dr. Danielle Hudak - Oncology 

- Dr. Melissa Witherell – Avian & Exotic Medicine 

- Dr. Samantha Yeh – Radiation Oncology 

 

AMC Graduating Residents 

AMC’s Residency Program draws upon the expertise and knowledge of AMC’s 100+ veterinarians, a 

wealth of case materials, and an annual patient caseload exceeding 56,000 visits for teaching and clinical 

investigation. AMC Residents benefit from participation and attendance at conferences, rounds, and 

seminars. AMC Residents also receive the benefit of established research collaboration with prominent 

institutions, such as Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New 

York-Presbyterian Hospital, NYU Langone Health, Weill Cornell Medicine, and The Rockefeller 

University. The graduates of the AMC Residency Program are: 

 

- Dr. Stephanie Seller – Resident in Diagnostic Imaging 

- Dr. Madeline Libin – Resident in Emergency and Critical Care  

- Dr. Alicia Mastrocco – Resident in Emergency and Critical Care 

- Dr. Mary Elizabeth Pfeifer – Resident in Emergency and Critical Care 

- Dr. Max Emanuel – Resident in Internal Medicine 

- Dr. Jennifer Repac – Resident in Integrative & Rehabilitative Medicine 

- Dr. Shoshana Levshin – Resident in Neurology 

- Dr. Ashlyn Williams – Resident in Oncology 

- Dr. Crystal Sunlight – Resident in Surgery 
 

 

Award Presentation 

AMC Staff presented several awards during the virtual Graduation Ceremony. 

 

The Connie Leifer Resident in Research Award 

 -Dr. Madeline Libin 

 -Dr. Elisa McEntee 
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The Donald J. Bruckmann Award to the Outstanding Intern  

-Dr. Melissa Hanson 

 

“We are especially proud of the accomplishments of AMC’s 2020 graduating Interns and Residents who 

completed training during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.,” said Katherine Quesenberry, DVM, 

MPH, DABVP (Avian), Chief Medical Officer at AMC. “We recognize and celebrate their bravery, 

strength, dedication and passion for veterinary medicine.”  

“Today’s ceremony may be virtual, but the essence of this graduation is as meaningful as ever,” said 

Kathryn Coyne, President and Chief Executive Officer at AMC. “We are extremely proud of all you have 

accomplished during this unprecedented time and know you are well prepared for the next step in 

advancing your careers.” 

About the Animal Medical Center        

The Animal Medical Center (AMC) is the world’s largest non-profit animal hospital with 100+ 

veterinarians providing the highest quality medical care across more than 20 specialties and services, 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week. Our mission to provide the best in care, research, and education has been the 

foundation of our work for over a century. For more information, www.amcny.org. 

 

 

      # # # 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amcny.org/

